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friends. And though she lost this last battle, 
her story will continue to be an inspiration. 

My heart goes out to her children, Betsy, 
Mary, and Eddy. Just thirteen, twelve, and ten 
at the time of their mother’s diagnosis, they 
were forced to grow-up remarkably quickly but 
always in the warmth of Mary Ann’s smile and 
secure in the knowledge of her love for them. 
I know that, in each their own way, they will 
carry-on Mary Ann’s legacy of love, courage, 
education, and hope. 

Over the years, I developed a deep friend-
ship with Mary Ann and I consider myself so 
fortunate to have known her. She was, quite 
simply, an extraordinary human being. Activist, 
author, mentor, friend, and mother—Mary Ann 
Wasil was a woman whose time with us, 
though short, left an indelible mark on all our 
lives. Though we will all miss her tenacity, 
dedication, and, of course, her smile, family 
and friends will gather in their brightest, most 
vividly colored clothes, wearing their fanciest 
shows and celebrate the life of Mary Ann 
Wasil and the many gifts she brought to all of 
our lives. As Mary Ann would say—Hope 
Lives. 
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Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Mrs. 
Leone Dierenfield Petty for celebrating her 
100th birthday on April 12, 2016. 

Mrs. Petty was born on a small farm south 
of Wall Lake, Iowa along with her twin sister, 
Leola. Life was off to a slow start, weighing in 
at 21⁄2 pounds at birth. She tells the story that 
she was so tiny, a coffee cup would fit over 
her head. But she survived and prospered in 
the Iowa countryside. She was later joined by 
several brothers and sisters. She went on to 
raise a family of six, which now includes a 
number of grandchildren and great-grand-
children. All of them attest to her wonderful 
meals as a farm wife, noting that there is noth-
ing much better than her homemade bread. 

Our world has changed a great deal during 
the course of Mrs. Petty’s life. We have revo-
lutionized air travel and walked on the moon. 
We have invented the television, cellular 
phones and the Internet. We have fought in 
wars overseas, seen the rise and fall of Soviet 
communism and witnessed the birth of new 
democracies. Mrs. Petty has lived through 
seventeen United States Presidents and twen-
ty-four Governors of Iowa. In her lifetime, the 
population of the United States has more than 
tripled. 

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to represent Mrs. 
Petty in the United States Congress and it is 
my pleasure to wish her a very happy 100th 
birthday with family and friends. I invite my 
colleagues in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives to join me in congratulating Mrs. 
Petty on reaching this incredible milestone, 
wishing her even more health and happiness 
in the years to come. 
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Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the Nehemiah Community Reinvest-
ment Fund as it celebrates the milestone of 
renovating over 500 properties. I ask my col-
leagues to join me in honoring this great orga-
nization for its contributions to the Sacramento 
region. 

The Nehemiah Community Reinvestment 
Fund (NCRF) is a nonprofit and federally-cer-
tified community development financial institu-
tion (CDFI). NCRF provides capital and tech-
nical assistance to organizations working to 
revitalize low-income neighborhoods and pro-
vide housing, services, and jobs to under-
served people throughout the United States. 
Through creative, flexible financing and invest-
ments, NCRF makes capital available to 
community- and faith-based nonprofits, as well 
as mission-based for-profit organizations, that 
otherwise might be unable to obtain needed 
capital. NCRF was founded by Nehemiah Cor-
poration of America, which provided the start- 
up capital that enabled NCRF to begin making 
loans and investments. In addition to its com-
munity development loan fluid, NCRF also de-
veloped the Nehemiah Sacramento Valley 
Fund, a triple bottom-line, real estate equity 
fund, to bring market-rate capital into low-in-
come neighborhoods in the six county Sac-
ramento region. 

In 2010, NCRF launched the Neighborhood 
Restoration Program in response to the fore-
closure crisis. The mission of this program is 
to advance community revitalization by pro-
viding homeownership opportunities for low- 
and moderate-income families. Building on 
Nehemiah’s long history of encouraging and 
facilitating responsible homeownership, Nehe-
miah acquires properties located in commu-
nities that are affordable to low- and mod-
erate-income homebuyers. Once acquired, 
each house is renovated to exceed Federal 
Housing Administration lending standards, and 
marketed for sale exclusively to first time 
homebuyers and low- to moderate-income 
households. 

In 2012, Nehemiah created Roofs for 
Troops to benefit the men and women who 
serve and have served our country. Through 
Roofs for Troops, financial institutions donate 
foreclosed properties to NCRF. Properties are 
renovated to exceed Veterans Administration 
lending standards and are marketed for sale 
exclusively to veterans and active duty mili-
tary. A percentage of properties NCRF re-
ceives and renovates are donated 100 percent 
mortgage free to deserving veteran and active 
duty military families. In total, the Nehemiah 
Community Reinvestment Fund has created 
500 affordable homeownership opportunities 
through its Neighborhood Restoration and 
Roofs for Troops Programs. 

Mr. Speaker, as community members gather 
to celebrate this significant milestone for the 
Nehemiah Community Reinvestment Fund, I 
ask my colleagues to join me in honoring the 
Fund for its contributions and commitment to 
the Sacramento region. 
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Ms. EDWARDS. Mr. Speaker, it is with a 
heavy heart that I rise today to pay tribute to 
a fallen Maryland firefighter and recognize his 
colleague who is recovering from severe inju-
ries. As the funeral and interment of this es-
teemed firefighter occurred yesterday, I want 
to remember the legacy he leaves behind. 

Prince George’s County firefighter and para-
medic (FF/Medic) John Ernest Ulmschneider 
was responding to a ‘‘check on welfare’’ call 
that took a turn for the worse. Known as ‘‘Skil-
let,’’ this brave firefighter died tragically in the 
line of duty on Friday, April 15, as a result of 
a shooting in Temple Hills, Maryland. 

Line-of-duty deaths are always difficult to 
bear. A firefighter or another first responder 
leaves their home, their station, or their vehi-
cle to do their job of public service, and their 
loved one, coworker, or partner expects to see 
them return. My heart breaks for John’s loved 
ones and for the tight-knit community that is 
the Prince George’s County Fire and EMS De-
partment. 

The details of FF/Medic Ulmschneider’s 
death are heartbreaking. He, fellow firefighter 
Kevin Swain of the Morningside Volunteer Fire 
Department, and other first responders arrived 
at a residence after a relative had contacted 
them worried about the health of a family 
member. They knocked on the door a few 
times and announced themselves without re-
ceiving a response. With the concern of a po-
tential health emergency in mind, they tried to 
enter the home by breaking down the door. 

It was a fateful decision. As the firefighters 
entered the home, the person inside fired a 
weapon, hitting FF/Medic Ulmschneider and 
FF Swain. Both firefighters were severely in-
jured, FF/Medic Ulmschneider fatally, despite 
the rapid and capable care they received. On 
behalf of the citizens of Maryland’s Fourth 
Congressional District, I would like to recog-
nize the paramedics and the doctors and 
nurses for their compassionate care and treat-
ment of these firefighters. 

I would like to remember the legacy FF/ 
Medic Ulmschneider leaves behind. He was 
born in Baltimore and graduated from 
Surrattsville High School in Clinton, Maryland 
in 1997. Friends called him ‘‘Skillet’’ because 
his head was as tough as a cast iron skillet. 

FF/Medic Ulmschneider had been a mem-
ber of the Prince George’s County Fire De-
partment for 13 years. He was married to 
Dawn and a proud and doting father to Abi-
gail. One colleague of his remembers him as 
a particularly caring person who went the 
extra mile and on calls would make peanut 
butter and jelly sandwiches for those patients 
who had low-blood sugar or were simply pan-
icked. Another coworker recalled that FF/ 
Medic Ulmschneider had two speeds, ‘‘fast 
and faster.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I want to send my appreciation 
to these individual firefighters and all their col-
leagues for their relentless dedication to public 
service. Prince George’s County Fire/EMS De-
partment and firefighters across this country 
are committed every day to keep our commu-
nities safe by putting their own lives at risk 
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